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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1955. 


Madam  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1955. 

Once  more,  the  vital  statistics  are  quite  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate  has  increased  from  17.61  in  1954 
to  19.06  in  1955  and  the  still-birth  rate  has  declined  from  38.04  to  15.38  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  are  15.0  and  23.1  respectively.  There 
has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  death  rate  which  at  11.63  is  practically  the  same  as  the  national 
figure  of  1 1.7. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  was  6,  compared  with  4  in  1954,  and,  owing  to  the  small 
numbers  involved,  this  has  increased  the  infantile  mortality  rate  from  22.599  to  31.25  per  1000  live 
births.  Three  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  the  neonatal  mortality  thus  acc¬ 
ounts  for  50%  of  the  total.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1955  was  24.9. 

The  only  notifiable  infectious  disease  which  was,  at  all,  prevalent  was  dysentery  and  an  account 
of  the  outbreak  of  this  disease  is  given  in  Section  F.  of  the  report. 

New  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  totalled  6  (4  respiratory  and  2  non-respiratory)  compared 
with  1 1  (9  respiratory  and  2  non-respiratory)  in  the  previous  year.  Once  again,  only  one  death  occur¬ 
red  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  the  death  rate  for  tuberculosis  therefore  remained  unchanged 
at  0.10  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  national  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  0.13  per  1000. 

Unfortunately  the  number  of  deaths  from  maligant  neoplasms  increased  from  11  in  1954  to  17 
in  1955  giving  a  death  rate  of  1.705  which  however,  is  still  less  than  the  figure  of  2.056  per  1000,  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

During  the  year  the  Council  had  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing,  its  slum-clearance  pro¬ 
gramme,  and  was  able  to  say  that,  in  all  probability  the  whole  programme  would  be  carried  out 
within  five  years.  A  start  will  be  made  in  1956. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have 
shown  me  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  of  the  help  which 
1  have  received  from  all  departments. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

c.  b.  McGregor, 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  has  an  area  of  1,841  acres  and  is  bounded  on  the 
North  by  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  on  the  North  and  West  by  the  Urban  District  of  Ashington, 
on  the  South  by  the  River  Wansbeck  and  on  the  East  by  the  sea.  Coast  erosion  is  causing  some  con¬ 
cern  and  may  involve  the  Council  in  considerable  expense  in  the  future.  The  ancient  Church  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  situated  on  Newbiggin  point  is  particularly  threatened. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  lives  at  Newbiggin  and  most  of  the  remainder  at  North  Seaton 
Colliery  where  there  is  a  compact,  self-contained  colliery  village. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal-mining  which  is  carried  out  at  two  pits,  one  at  Newbiggin  and  the 
other  at  North  Seaton. 

Other  occupations  are  agriculture  and  in-shore  fishing  but  the  latter  now  employs  many  fewer 
people  than  it  did  at  one  time. 

Newbiggin  has  a  fine  sandy  beach  which  is  very  popular  with  children  and  is  much  frequented  in 
the  summer  time  by  families  from  Newbiggin,  Ashington  and  other  more  distant  places. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  provision  of  amenities  at  the  caravan  site  on 
the  moor.  The  site  is  now  well  equipped  and  carefully  controlled  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanit¬ 
ary  Inspector  who  inspects  all  caravans  and  makes  sure  that  they  come  up  to  the  required  standard. 
This  caravan  site,  now  that  it  is  being  properly  managed  is  an  asset  to  the  town  and  is  attracting 
many  visitors. 

Other  amenities  for  holiday-makers  are  a  golf  course,  tennis  courts,  bowling  green  and  a  fine 
promenade. 


Area  in  Acres  . 1,841 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  Resident  population  mid-1955  .  9,970 

Rateable  Value  .  £43,573 

One  Penny  Rate  produces  .  £169 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  . . .  2,955 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
Standard  Birth  Rale  (Crude  Birth  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor  0.99) 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  . 

Rate  per  1.000  of  the  total  (live  and  still)  births  . 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  total  population  . 


Total 

Male 

Female 

187 

95 

92 

5 

3 

2 

192 

98 

94 

19.26 

,99)  . 

19.06 

Total 

Male 

Female 

3 

1 

2 

15.38 

0.30 


DEATHS 


Total  Male  Female 
100  57  43 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  10.03 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Crude  Death  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor  1.16)  .  11.63 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (heading  30  of  the  Registrar-General's  short  list): 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  still  births  .  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  31.25 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  32.09 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  17 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  3  2  1 

The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following: 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955.  Male  Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  1 

2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  .  — 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  .  1 

4.  Diphtheria  .  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . — 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  .  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  — 

8.  Measles  .  *— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  — 


10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  .  4  — 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  2  — 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  .  —  1 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  1 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  .  7  2 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .  —  — 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  2 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .  12  5 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  6  7 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  2  1 

20.  Other  Heart  Diseases  .  8  15 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  —  1 

22.  Influenza  . 1  — 

23.  Pneumonia  .  2  3 

24.  Bronchitis  .  —  — 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  1  — 


26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 


31.  Congenital  Malformations  .  1  1 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  .  5  3 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  —  — 

34.  All  other  Accidents  .  4  1 

35.  Suicide  .  —  — 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  .  —  — 


57 

43 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year: 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . 

.  3 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

3 


3 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  NEWBIGGIN 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Malignant  Neoplasms  . 


Total  No. 

40 

17 

17 


74 


%  of  Total 
Deaths 
40 
17 

17 


74 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  1955 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  day 

1  -  6 
days 

1 

week 

2  3 

weeks  weeks 

Total 

under 

1  month 

1  -  3 
mths 

4  -  6 
mths 

7-9  10-12 

mths  months 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Birth  Injury  . 

.  1 

1 

— 

—  — 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

2 

Congenital  Abnormality... 

.  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

Broncho  -pneumonia  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

—  1 

2 

Atelectasis . 

.  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

2 

1 

— 

-  - 

3 

1 

1 

—  1 

6 

SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  Laboratory  situated  at 
Newcastle  General  Hospital.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below: 


Specimen  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Chest  Physician  . 

.  Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

51 

General  Practitioners  . 

.  Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

2 

General  Practitioners  . 

.  Faeces  for  Pathogenic  Organisms 

...  11 

18 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

.  Faeces  for  Pathogenic  Organisms 

...  69 

163 

General  Practitioner  . 

.  Swab  for  Monilia  . 

1 

General  Practitioner  . 

.  Blood  for  Paul  Bunnell  Test  . 

1 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  ambulance  service  in  Newbiggin  is  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council, 
with  ambulances  stationed  at  Ashington.  At  North  Seaton  Colliery  the  Miners’  Welfare  Committee 
continues  to  run  its  own  ambulance  service,  but  any  North  Seaton  resident  not  entitled  to  this  ser¬ 
vice  can  obtain  the  use  of  a  County  Council  Ambulance  when  necessary. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

This  service  is  administered  and  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council,  and  nur¬ 


ses  are  stationed  as  follows: 

Newbiggin  . .  3 

North  Seaton  .  1 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council,  and  clinics  are  held  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  Jubilee  Terrace,  Newbiggin,  as  follows: 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  .  Every  Thursday,  morning  and  afternoon. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  .  Wednesday  morning  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  .  Every  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Clinics  are  also  held  at  18  High  Double  Row,  North  Seaton,  as  follows: 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  .  Every  Monday  afternoon. 

Ante-natal  Clinic  .  Friday  afternoon,  fortnightly. 


SECTION  C 


WATER 

Water  is  supplied  by  Tynemouth  Corporation  to  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  North  Seaton  Village,  where  18  houses  and  one  farm  are  supplied  by  water  from  North  Seaton 
Colliery. 

The  water  is  chlorinated,  is  of  an  excellent  standard  of  purity  and  the  supply  was  adequate 
throughout  the  year.  The  average  daily  consumption  during  1955  was  245,000  gallons,  or  approxim¬ 
ately  24.5  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

2092  houses,  or  71%  of  the  total  occupied  houses,  have  a  fixed  bath  and  only  24  houses  are 
without  an  internal  water  supply. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

While  the  sewerage  of  the  area,  generally  speaking,  is  satisfactory,  trouble  is  still  caused  by  the 
flooding  of  the  low-lying  area  in  and  round  the  store  yard,  during  spells  of  heavy  rainfall,  especially 
when  these  coincide  with  high  tides. 

The  large  drain  which  discharges  on  to  the  beach  at  Bridge  Street,  has  for  some  considerable 
time  been  regarded  as  a  potential  source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  public.  This  danger  is  becom¬ 
ing  greater  and  consideration  must  be  given  to  providing  an  alternative  means  of  disposal  of  this 
water.  The  burn  which  passes  through  Woodhorn  Village  finally  reaches  the  sea  by  way  of  this  drain 
which  also  receives  water  from  the  colliery  washery. 

The  colliery  water  disfigures  the  beach  with  a  deposit  of  coal  dust  and  as  more  and  more  houses 
in  the  village  are  being  provided  with  water-closets  with  septic  tanks  discharging  into  the  burn  the 
effluent  from  the  drain  is  becoming  more  contaminated.  Children  frequently  play  on  the  beach  near 
the  outfall  and  the  possible  danger  to  health  is  obvious. 

The  Council  should  take  early  action  to  stop  this  pollution  of  the  beach,  either  by  diverting  the 
water  into  a  sewer  or  by  extending  the  outfallpipe  to  a  point  below  low-water  mark. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

These,  situated  at  Bridge  Street,  Prospect  Place,  Milburn  Park  and  the  Promenade,  are  period¬ 
ically  inspected,  well  maintained,  and  are  adequate,  now  that  the  Lessee  of  the  Caravan  Site  has 
constructed  toilets  for  the  use  of  the  caravan  dwellers. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  visitor  to  find  anywhere  to  wash. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  regular  twice-weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  maintained,  and  no  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year. 

While  the  streets,  promenade,  foreshore  and  open  spaces  under  the  control  of  the  Council  were 
maintained  in  a  clean  condition,  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  litter  and  refuse  on  open 
spaces  not  owned  by  the  Council,  particularly  during  and  after  holiday  weekends. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  the  Blue  Holes  and  Sandy  Lane,  and  the  tips  are  well 
maintained. 


SHOPS  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


The  general  standard  of  these  is  good.  With  the  new  powers  provided  under  the  new  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  it  will  be  possible  to  exercise  a  more  strict  control  over  this  type  of  estab¬ 
lishment. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

Spraying  of  rooms  for  bed-bugs  and  cockroaches  was  carried  out  in  four  cases. 

SCHOOLS 

The  six  schools  in  the  area  have  main  water  supplies  and  water-closets.  The  various  school  can¬ 
teens  were  visited  and  were  all  found  to  be  in  first  class  condition. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Work  has  continued  on  the  elimination  of  rats  from  the  various  allotments,  tips,  sewers,  etc. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out: 


Local 

Authority 

TYPE  OF 
Dwelling 
Houses 

PROPERTY 

Business 

Agricultural 

No.  of  Properties  . 

10 

2953 

305 

17 

No.  of  Inspections  as  a  result  of: 

Complaint  . 

— 

24 

18 

2 

Survey  under  the  Act  . 

10 

67 

157 

15 

Otherwise  . 

— 

124 

130 

— 

No.  of  Infestations: 

Rats  . 

3 

— 

21 

5 

Mice  . 

— 

27 

14 

— 

No.  of  Properties  treated  by 

Local  Authority  . 

3 

27 

35 

5 

CAMPING  SITES 

Newbiggin  Moor,  for  many  years  an  uncontrolled  camping  site,  has,  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  site  operator,  been  converted  into  an  excellent  caravan  site.  Water  supplies  and  soakaways  and 
toilet  facilities  have  been  provided,  the  site  has  been  levelled,  grass  sown,  and  the  vans  marshalled 
into  orderly  pattern. 

All  the  caravans  were  inspected  and  four  were  found  to  be  defective  by  reason  of:  (1)  lack  of 
ventilation;  (2)  absence  of  cooking  and  washing  facilities;  (3)  and  (4)  defective  canvas  roofs  and 
sides.  These  caravans  were  removed  from  the  site  by  their  respective  owners. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1.  INSPECTIONS. 

Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  22  factories  in  the  area.  The  following  tables  give  details  of  the 
inspections  made  and  the  defects  found  during  the  year: 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  . 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

11 

fin)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  . 

1 

Total  . 

22 

Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

16 

— 

18 

■ — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

36 

— 

- — 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  - 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

— 

(a.)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

Houses  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  28 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  .  2 

CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  — 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas .  2 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  .  — 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  By  informal  action  .  47 

2.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  .  — 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  — 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  .  — 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

No.  of  Separate 
Houses 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  .  15 

2.  Applications  rejected  .  — 

3.  Applications  approved  .  15 

4.  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in  area  since  inception  of  scheme  .  173 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1955 


HOUSING 

Structural  Defects 
Defective  Food  Store 

Dampness  . 

Overcrowding  _ 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Insufficient  .  444 

Unsatisfactory  .  4  4  4 


DRAINAGE 

Insufficient  .  —  —  — 

Defective  .  48  48  48 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


Insufficient 


Defective  . 

.  18 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises  . 

.  23 

23 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  . 

.  5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc . 

.  18 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  . 

.  4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Bins  . 

.  36 

36 

36 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

221  170  221 


TOTALS 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  effected: 


By  Informal 
Action 

By  Statutory 
Notice 

Total 

Sanitary  Convenience*. 

Privy  and  Privy  Ashpits  Abolished  . 

2 

- - 

9 

Privy  and  Privy  Ashpits  Repaired  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

Pail  Closets  Abolished  . 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  Provided  . 

? 

— 

2 

Sanitary  Bins  Provided  . 

2 

— 

2 

Sanitary  Bins  Renewed  . 

.  41 

— 

41 

Drainage. 

New  Drains  constructed  . 

.  84 

— 

84 

Drains  repaired  and  reconstructed  . 

.  8 

— 

8 

Additional  Gullies  provided  . 

— 

— 

— 

Old  Gullies  replaced  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  provided  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  repaired  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  trapped  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed  . 

.  14 

— 

14 

PROGRAMME  OF  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

(i)  The  total  problem. 

Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  within  the  meaning  of  section  9 


of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under  section  11 
or  section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  73 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the 

houses  in  (i)  .  5 

(iii)  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and  already  covered  by  operative  clearance 
or  compulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  com¬ 

pulsory  purchase  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet  become 
operative  . . .  Nil 


(v)  Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for  which  clearance  or 
compulsory  purchase  orders  are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agreement 
within  the  five  years  . .  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance  areas  still  to  be  declared  and 
which  within  the  five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  or  will  have  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  clearance  order  or  a  compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister  54 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained 
within  the  five  years  under  section  2  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for 


temporary  accommodation  .  Nil 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be  demolished  in  five  years  .  54 


(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in  operative  demolition  orders 
to  be  demolished  in  five  years  as  a  result  of  action  under  section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936  . 


19 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  two  abattoirs  in  Newbiggin.  A  very  high  standard  of  animal  is 
being  slaughtered,  the  total  condemnations  being  7  Bovine  Lungs  and  2  Bovine  Heads  and  Ton¬ 
gues  for  Tuberculosis,  and  124  lbs.  beef  for  bruising. 

The  total  animals  killed  during  the  period  was  as  follows: 

Bovines — 642.  Calves — 11.  Sheep  and  Lambs— 1853.  Pigs —  625. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Canned  Goods  (including  Meat,  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Milk,  Fish  and  Soups)  .  175  tins 


Bacon  . 17  lbs. 

Beef  Sausage  . 63  lbs. 

Pork  Sausage  . 15  lbs. 


3 

7 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  now  provided  by  the  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 


TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

Age  unknown 

Under  1  year 

j  1 — 2  years 

3 — 4  years 

5 — 9  years 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 24  years 

25 — ‘34  years 

35 — 44  years 

45 — 54  years 

55 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  years  &  over 

Total 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

18 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

6 

10 

32 

3 

6 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

67 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

2 

3 

9 

5 

19 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

5 

18 

1 

27 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Dysentery. 

This  was  the  only  notifiable  infectious  disease  which  was  at  all  prevalent  in  the  district  in  1955. 

There  were  notified,  or  otherwise  ascertained,  66  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  and  one  case  of 
Flexner  Dysentery. 

Notifications  of  the  disease  occurred  in  two  waves  of  which  the  first  and  smaller  one  began 

on  22nd  February  when  one  case  was  notified.  This  first  case  was  a  man  employed  in  the  food 

handling  trade  and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  him  off  work. 

This  was  followed  by  the  discovery  of  three  other  cases  in  the  same  family,  in  March,  during 
which  month  nine  more  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  9  additional  cases,  4  occurred  in  one  house¬ 
hold  and  two  in  another  and  there  were  three  isolated  and  apparently  unrelated  cases. 

In  April  only  one  case  was  notified,  in  May  there  were  six  and  in  June  44.  The  epidemic  came 
to  an  end  in  July,  during  which  month  three  cases  were  notified. 

The  chief  centre  of  infection  was  the  West  Infant  School  where  24  pupils  were  found  to  have 

the  disease.  A  further  1 1  cases  occurred  in  the  home  contacts  of  these  children  and  6  more  in  near 

neighbours  who  were  almost  certainly  contacts. 

The  school  was  visited  and  the  parents  of  all  pupils  were  given  a  letter  informing  them  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  the  need  to  seek  medical  attention  if  their  children  developed  diarrhoea 
and  the  best  methods  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the  infection. 

All  children  with  diarrhoea  were  excluded  from  school  until  they  had  had  two  consecutive  neg¬ 
ative  bacteriological  results  and  contacts  were  examined  in  order  to  detect  carriers.  Many  of  the 
children  were  only  very  slightly  ill  but  only  one  child  was  found  who  could  be  considered  a  symp¬ 
tomless  carrier. 

Nine  cases  occurred  in  children  at  North  Seaton  and  one  child  was  infected  while  away  on 
holiday. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Cases  of  this  disease  were  more  numerous  than  in  the  preceding  year.  In  all,  27  cases  were  not¬ 
ified  and  these  occurred  mainly  in  the  months  of  January  and  February.  Only  one  of  the  cases 
was  known  to  have  been  previously  immunised  and  he  was  a  child  of  6  years  who  had  been  innoc- 
ulated  against  Whooping  Cough  in  1950,  4\  years  before. 

During  1955,  285  children  received  prophylactic  injections  against  Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  has  not  been  seen  in  Newbiggin  since  1950  and  it  has  caused  no  deaths  during 
the  past  8  years. 

Diptheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  231  pre-school  and  3  school  children  completed  a  course  of  primary  immun¬ 
isation  and  76  pre-school  and  41  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 

At  31st  December,  1955  it  was  estimated  that  the  immunity  indices,  i.e.  the  percentage  of  child¬ 
ren  who  had  received  prophylactic  treatment  during  the  previous  5  years,  were  as  follows: 

38%  of  children  under  1  year. 

78.98%  of  children  aged  1  to  4  years. 

82.26%  of  children  aged  5  to  14  years. 

77.899%  of  all  children  under  the  age  of  15  years. 

These  figures  are  quite  satisfactory,  the  figure  for  children  under  1  year  being  particularly  so. 
The  maintenance  of  the  immunity  index  requires  constant  attention  to  the  immunisation  and  re¬ 
immunisation  of  the  child  population  and  the  campaign  for  the  treatment  of  as  many  children  as 
possible  must  continue. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Groups  Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 


M 

F 

M 

F  Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Under  1  year  .... 

1-4  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  -  14  years  .... 

i 

15  -  24  years  .... 

— 

1 

— 

“  i  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

25  -  34  years  .... 

j 

35  -  44  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1  1  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  54  years  .... 

2 

— 

— 

—  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  64  years  .... 

— 

65  -  74  years  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 

1 

— 

•  — 

1 

75  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Total 

3 

1 

— 

2  6 

1 

— 

— 

! 

1 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  .  0.100  per  1,000  population 

Case  Rate  of  notified  Tuberculosis  .  0.602  per  1,000  population 

Case  Rate  of  notified  Respiratory  Tuberculosis .  0.401  per  1,000  population 

Case  Rate  of  notified  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis .  0.201  per  1,000  population 

Four  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1955,  a  decrease  of  5  on 
the  number  for  1954.  Two  cases  of  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

There  was  one  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales:  0.13  per  1,000  population 


MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths,  in  age  groups,  resulting  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  of 
different  sites: 

MORTALITY  FROM  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  DURING  1955 


Site 

MALES 

FEMALES 

^E 

**E 

~E 

yt 

tE 

V) 

vo 

!>. 

, _ , 

in 

vO 

1 

i 

1 

+ 

-4-J 

1 

1 

i 

oJ 

to 

in 

in 

to 

o 

>n 

in 

•n 

O 

tE 

>n 

vO 

t--- 

H 

tE 

in 

vO 

H 

Brain  . 

1 

1 

Breast  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Lung . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stomach  . 

1 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gall-Bladder  . 

1 

1 

Colon  . 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Rectum  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bladder  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  1 

! 

U  terns  . 

1 

1  j 

I 

Totals  . 

3 

9 

3 

5 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

In  1955  the  number  of  males  dying  from  this  cause  was  13  and  the  number  of  females  4.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1954  were  7  and  4  respectively. 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms — 1.705  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus — 0.201  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  in  England  and  Wales — 0.389  per 
1,000  population. 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  of  all  other  sites — 1.504  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  of  all  other  sites,  in  England  and  Wales — 1.667  per  1,000 
population. 


Davison.  Printer.  Ashington. 


